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Abstrn

Kazakhstan’s foreign policy is aimed at protecting national interests, trust and cooperation with
international organizations and of near and far abroad countries. Attracting foreign investment, developing
transport and transit potential, and promoting exports are the main objectives for the medium and long-term
strategy. In the Concept of the Foreign Policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan, adopted on March 6, 2020, strategic
goals are outlined, among which the preservation of the independence of the foreign policy course, mutually
beneficial relations with foreign states in a bilateral and multilateral format, as well as strengthening positions in
the international arena are determined.

On January 15 of this year, President of the Republic of Kazalhstan K-Zh. Tokayev made an official visit
to the United Arab Emirates, where the issues of strategic partnership, activation of trade, economic and investment
cooperation in priority sectors were discussed. The President of Kazakhstan also took part in the Abu Dhabi
Sustainable Development Week summit and held meetings with representatives of the business community.

In 2022 Kazakhstan has intensified contacts in the Middle East region by concluding agreements with a
number of states. The biggest events were the visits and meetings at the highest level of the Head of State with the
leaders of Iran, Qatar, the UAE, Saudi Arabia.

As aresult of these negotiations, the parties signed documents expanding trade, economic and humanitarian
ties. For example, a memorandum of understanding was signed between Astana International Exchange (“AlX”,
“Exchange”) and the Qatar Stock Exchange (QSE). In accordance with the agreement, both parties will facilitate
exchange of information and information on market transactions within the framework of relevant legal
regulations, joint research and educational initiatives.

In February 2023, a meeting of the Kazakh-Egyptian Intergovernmental Commission on economic, trade,
cultural-humanitarian, and technical-scientific cooperation is scheduled in Astana. In particular, the meeting will
announce proposals to expand bilateral cooperation in the sector of energy, including through the establishment of
cooperation in the fields of peaceful atom, development of renewable energy sources. Along with these issues, it
is planned to discuss the issues of harmful emissions into the atmosphere, the replacement of obsolete equipment
with new ones, and the application of the latest scientific developments in practice.
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AupaTtna
KasaKCTaHHbIL, CbIPTKbI cascaTbl YATTbIK MYAdenepai koprayra, Contycnk AmepukaHbil, EyponaHbiu,
Tasy x3He Tasy LUbirbicTbil, OuTycnK-LUbIrbic A3MAHbIL XK3He 31eMHLL 6acka fa aliMaKTapbIHbIL, Xa/bIKapaibIK
yibIMAapbl MeH MeM/IEKETTEPIMEH CELUM MEH bIHTbIMaKTaCTbIKKa 6arbITTasraH.
LeTenmk nHBeCcTUUMANAPAbI TapTy, Ke/DK-TPaH3UTNK 3/1eyeTn fambITy, 3KCNOPTTbl NeeplueTy opTta
X3He y3aK Mep3iMfi cTpaTernsiHbil Hen3n MiHAeTTepi 601bIn Tabblnaabl. 2020 XbIrbl 6 Haypbl3ga KabblngaHraH
KP cbIpTKbI cascaTbiHbIL, TYXXbIpbIMAaMacbiHa CTpaTervafnbiK makcartap OennneHfl, onapAbll apacbiHAa
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CbIPTKbI CasAcu b6arbITTbIL fepOeCcTUrH cakTay, eLnKaKTbl XX3He KerdkaKTbl hopMaTtTarb! LT MeM/IeKeTTEPMEH
esapa TwW ]~ KaTblHacTap, COHAal-aK XablkapasblK apeHajarbl ycTaHbIMAapabl HbIFanTy ankbiHAaAbI.

Arbimgarbl Xbingbiy, 15 kautapbiHga MpesngeHT K->K.K. TokaeB BipikkeH Apab OMipnikTepiHe pecmu
canapmeH 6apfbl, OHbIL, 6apbICbIHAA CTPATErMA/bIK 3PLUTECTLU, 6acbiM cananapfars! cayfia-aKoHOMUKasIbIK X3He
WHBECTULMASNBIK bIHTBIMAKTACTLIKTbl XaHAaHAbIpY Macenenepi TankblnaHgpl. A6y-[abu TypakTbl gamy
anTa/bIrbl» CAMMUTLLE KaTbICbIM, iCKEP TOM eKingepiMeH Kesgecynep eTww3ar

2022 xbinbl KasakcTaH 6ipkaTap MeMsieKeTTepMeH KeniciMiepre Ko/ KO apkblibl Tady LUbirsic
aimarbiHgarbl 6ainaHbicTapgbl Kywentn. MemnekeT 6aclibicbiHbIl MpaH, KaTtap, BipikkeH Apab OmipnikTepi,
Cayp Apabusicbl 6aclubliapbIMeH Xorapbl geureiigeri canapniapbl MeH Kesgecynepi el ipi okuranap 6ongbi. Ocbl
Kenocesgep HaTMXKeciHAe TapanTap cayAa-3KOHOMUKasbIK XX3HE FyMaHWTap/blK 6ainaHbiCTapibl KeuehTeTiH
Ky>aTTapra Kos Kogbl. Mbicanbl, AcTaHa Xanblkapasiblk 6upxachkl («AlX», «bupxa») meH Katap kop 6upxachl
(QSE) apacbiHga esapa TYCIHICTIK Typanbl MeMopaHayM >xacangbl. Kenicimre caiikec, ew Tapan 6ip-6ipiHe
CTaTUCTUKA/IbIK [JepeKTep MeH HapbIKTbIK M3aMisiefiep Typanbl Xefen gakTinepai TWICTi 3alHamasblK aKTinep,
6ipNecKeH rbiNbIMU-3epTTeY XX3He 6islim 6epy 6acTamanapbl ascbiHAa 6epyre HUETTI.

2023 XbINgply, aknaHbiH4a AcTaHaja cayfa-9KOHOMUKANbIK XX3HE M3AEeHU-TYMaHUTAPbIK XKIHE TbiNbIMU-
TEXHUKA/bIK bIHTbIMAKTACTbIK XewHaen KasakctaH-Mbicblp YKiMeTapasiblK KOMUCCUSACBIHbIL, OTbIPbICBIH
eTwa3yge. ATan ainTkaH Kesfecyfe, aHepreTnka canacbiHia, 6anamasbl XXaHe 3Heprus KesgepiH i3gey, KaigblKCebI3
TeXHONornanapabl nanganaHy >xeHiHae ycbiHbICTap aliiTbinagpl. Ocbl MacenesiepMeH Katap atmocepara susHibl
KangbIKTapAbl WbIrapy, ecKipreH »abablKTaphbl XalacblHa aybICTbIpy, TbiNbIMU XauanblKTapdbl TaXipubese
KONJaHy MacesieNiepiH Taskbliay XocnapnaHypa.

TYWingi cespep: KasakcTaH, Tasy 3He OpTa LUbIrbIC, CbIPTKbI casicaT, cayja-3KOHOMUKasbIK
6aiinaHbicTap, MHBECTULMANAP.
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AHHOTayuA

Ka3axcTaHCKas BHELUHAA MOAMTMKA Hanpas/ieHa Ha 3awWuTy HauMOHabHbIX WHTEPECOB, [0Bepue u
Konnabopaumio ¢ MexayHapoAHbIMU OpraHn3aumnsamMm n rocygapctsamm CesepHoit AMepukn, EBponbl, BamkHero
n CpeaHero BocToka, FOro-BocTo4uHOM A3n 1 pyrnx permoHoB Mupa.

MpuBneyeHVe  WMHOCTPAHHbIX WHBECTUUMIA, pasBWTME  TPAHCMOPTHO-TPAH3UTHOIO  MNOTeHUMana,
NPOABVKEHME IKCMOPTa ABMAOTCA OCHOBHbLIMM 33fla4amMu Ha CPefHEeCPOYHYI0 M [0NTOCPOYHYIO cTpaTervio. B
KoHuenuuu BHewHen nonutukn Pecny6nukm KaszaxctaH (PK), npuHATon 6 mapta 2020r. 0603Ha4eHbl
CTpaTernyeckme Lenn, Cpefm KOTOpbIX OMpefefieHbl COXpaHeHWe CaMOCTOATENIbHOCTU BHELUHENOo/IMTUYECKOro
Kypca, B3aMMOBbITOfIHbIE OTHOLUEHUA C MHOCTPaHHbIMU roCyfapCTBaMW B IBYCTOPOHHEM W MHOrOCTOPOHHEM
thopmaTe, a TaKxxe ynpoyeHve NO3ULNIA Ha MeXAyHapoAHO apeHe.

15 aHBaps atoro roga MpesmaeHT K-XK.K. TokaeB coBepwunn opumumanbHblii BU3UT B OObeaNHEHHbIe
Apabckne 3mupatbl, B X0[e KOTOPOro 06CYX[eHbl BOMPOCLI CTPATErMYecKOro napTHepPCTBa, aKTuBM3auun
TOProB0O-3KOHOMWYECKOr0 Y UHBECTULIMOHHOIO COTPYAHNYECTBA B MPUOPUTETHBLIX OTpacnsax. Takke Mpe3ngeHT
KasaxcTaHa npuHsayyacTue B paboTe cammnTa ""Hegens yctoliunsBoro passutusa Aby-[abu' 1 npoBen BCTpeUn ¢
npeacTaBMTENAMN 4efI0BbIX KPYroB.

B 2022 r. KasaxcTaH aKTMBM3NPOBa/ KOHTaKTbl B 6/IM»KHEBOCTOUHOM PErnoHe, 3aK/IH0UMB COralleHmns ¢
pagom rocygapcTs. Hanbonee KpynHbIMU COObITUAMU CTaM BU3UTbI U BCTPEYM Ha CaMOM BbICOKOM YpPOBHe
MnaBbl Hawlero rocygapctsa ¢ nngepamu Vpara, Katapa, OA3, CayfoBckoi ApaBuu.

Mo ntoram aTux NeperoBopoB CTOPOHbI NOANUCANU AOKYMEHTbI, PACLLUNPAIOLLNE TOPrOBO- 3KOHOMUYECKME
N rymaHutapHble cBssn. K npumepy, 6bla 3aK/OYeH MemopaHLyM O B3auMMOMOHMMaHuu Mexay Astana
International Exchange, «bupxa») n Katapckoii ¢hoH0Bo 6upxxeit (QSE). B cOOTBETCTBUM C COralleHnem, obe
CTOPOHbI HaMepeHbl MPejoCcTaBNATb APYT APYrY CTATUCTMYECKME AaHHbIe W onepaTuBHbIe (aKTbl O PbIHOYHbIX
onepauusx B paMKax COOTBETCTBYKOLIMX MPaBOBbIX pernaMeHToB, COBMECTHbIX WCCNefOBaHU 1
obpa3oBaTe/ibHbIX MHNLNATUB.
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B ¢Qespanc 2023 1. B AcraHc IUIAHUPOBANOCH 3acemaHme — KasaxcraHcko-Ermmercroit
ME)KIIPABUTEIBCTBCHHON KOMHCCHH IO TOPTOBO-3KOHOMHYECKOMY, KyJIBTYPHO-TYMAHMTADHOMY H HAYYHO-
TEXHHYCCKOMY COTPYIHHYCCTBY. B WacTHOCTH, Ha BCTpeue OYAYT O3BYHUCHBI MPEAJIOKCHHS MO PACIIHPCHHUIO
B3aHMHOTO MAPTHCPCTBA B TAKOW BAYKHOH OTPACTH, KaK 3HCPICTHKA, PA3BHTHIO COBMCCTHBIX HHHOBAIIHOHHBIX
TPOCKTOB ATOMHOH OHCPICTUKH, MIOUCKY AJBbTCPHATUBHBIX H HCTOYHHUKOB SHCPTUH, MPUMCHCHUIO 6630TXOZ[HI>IX
TexHoJIorui. Hapsay ¢ 3TuMu BOMpOCaMH IDIAHUPYIOTCA OOCYAMTH BOIIPOCHI BPEIHBIX BHIOPOCOB B aTMoc(epy,
3aMCHY YCTapeBIICTO 000PYI0BAHUS HA HOBOC, MPUMCHCHUC HOBCHIMIX HAYYHBIX Pa3padOTOK HA MPAKTHKE.

Introduction

The need for scientific understanding and attempts to study the multilateral contacts of
our country with the states of the Near and Middle East are conditioned by long-term ties that
have historical roots. At the same time, the study and generalization of various aspects of
cooperation allows us to trace the evolution and transformation of trade, economic, social,
humanitarian and other processes that are important not only for us, but also for understanding
the changes which take place on the world stage as a whole. In the current conditions, it is
important to understand what are the features and differences in the relations between
Kazakhstan and individual states of the Middle East region since the countries have different
economies, certain resources, and investment potential. In this regard, there is a certain
opportunity to analyze the contacts that are being formed and developed in the international
economy where integration processes play an important role in which large and medium-sized
states have influence in the region. In this perspective, the choice as one of such examples of
the development of relations between the Republic of Kazakhstan (RK) and the Middle Eastern
states and interstate contacts between Kazakhstan and the countries of the Middle East are
actual and representative.

The transformation of the entire socio-economic and political sphere of Kazakhstan has
formed a market economy, small and medium-sized businesses have appeared in the country,
the social environment has changed, non-state medicine, service sector, and private education
have appeared. At the same time, foreign policy is aimed at attracting foreign investment,
cooperation with international financial institutions, states which represent almost all regions
of the world. Kazakhstan is the leading state in the Central Asia (CA) with the largest economy.
The Republic of Kazakhstan is of interest to the USA, China, the European Union, Russia,
India, because it has oil and gas and other natural resources in which the subjects of the
international community are needed.

Since 2010 Kazakhstan implements an innovative industrial policy using the experience
of Iran, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), which results in new
productions, job places, and the solution of social problems.

Within the framework of the new industrial program, our country is actively working with
Iran, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, which results in new production facilities, jobs, and
solutions to social problems.

Traditionally Kazakhstan has active multilateral contacts with countries of the East. This
direction is stable and long-term. Such a policy is connected with important circumstances.
Firstly, in the context of the activities of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building
Measures in Asia, the creation and regulation of stable partnerships with the eastern neighbors
becomes an urgent foreign policy task of the Republic;

Secondly, increasing the political and diplomatic influence of eastern states, the
geopolitical situation of the countries of CA and the Persian Gulf assumes establishing strong
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ties for mutually beneficial cooperation; thirdly, since Kazakhstan seeks to enter global politics
as an equal entity, it needs to participate in the structure of Asian regional-political relations.

Kazakhstan considers maintaining friendly relations with the Muslim world in general,
and Arab countries in particular as one of the important vectors of its foreign policy. Such a
line can ensure the diversification of ways and forms of further political and economic
integration of Kazakhstan into the world community and the strengthening of the country’s
external positions. The development of Kazakhstan’s relations with the rich oil-producing states
of the Persian Gulf fully corresponds to the tasks and goals of expanding the scope of
Kazakhstan’s diplomacy, developing additional trade and economic space and financial and
economic support for reforms in the Republic of Kazakhstan.

These countries continue to maintain strong financial positions and have great investment
opportunities. Kazakhstan can use these advantages to promote its political, trade and economic
interests, and establish long-term partnerships. An important factor is the common history,
culture and religion of the people of Kazakhstan and the Persian Gulf countries, which
contributes to closer ties and understanding each other.

Research methods

When preparing the article, the funds of the Archive of the President of the Republic of
Kazakhstan were used, in which reports, information materials, summaries, letters, telegrams
were deposited. Funds 5-N and 75-N contain high-quality documentary and analytical
information that helps to trace the evolution and transformation of multilateral relations
between Kazakhstan and NME. The research’s archival documents were introduced into
scientific circulation for the first time.

The methods of analytical data processing were used in the work to study the relationships
that have developed over 30 years. Statistical information posted on the official websites of the
state bodies of the RK was used for the analysis.

The logical method of research allows drawing conclusions and forecasting development
for the coming years.

Annual reports of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) of the RK, analytical reports,
operational information were created during the period when the creation and development of
cooperation between Kazakhstan and the states of the Middle East region was underway. Taken
separately, each of these documents is valuable in itself, and makes an important contribution
to the study of the establishment and development of contacts that are relevant not only for us,
but also for Central Asia. Taken together, they allow recognizing a certain trajectory along
which trade and economic relations have developed. Taken separately, each of these documents
is valuable in itself and make an important contribution to the study of the formation and
development of contacts that are of current interest not only for us but also for all Central Asian
states. Taken together, they allow us to recognize a certain trajectory along which trade and
economic relations were developed.

Results and discussion

After gaining of independence Kazakhstan began to develop of its own concept of the
foreign policy choosing a multi-vector direction. This format of international relations, as a
rule, involves interaction with states that play a decisive role in shaping the foreign policy
landscape in modern conditions. Among these states, the Middle East vector began to acquire
a significant position in the activities of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the RK. In
confirmation of this it is worth citing several examples of official visits that were made to our
country only in 1992: delegations from Kuwait, Libya, Syria, Israel, Morocco, Bahrain, the
Arab Republic of Egypt Tunisia. In addition, the commission on the opening of the Embassy
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of Saudi Arabia in Almaty and the delegation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Egypt. In
response, the Government delegation of the Republic of Kazakhstan paid an official visit to
Israel and the Sultanate of Oman. It is noteworthy that during the same period diplomatic
relations were established with 10 countries of the Middle East and 6 countries of Africa.
During the second half of 1993 our country was also visited by a number of official delegations
from this region, in particular, the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, the State of Israel, the
Sultanate of Oman, and the Arab Republic of Egypt [1]

Relations with Turkey, Iran, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and Egypt have
been developing most actively.

The first meeting of the joint intergovernmental commission on economic, scientific,
technical and cultural cooperation was held in Cairo on May 24-29, 1995. The result of the
meeting was the signed joint Protocol. This document covered a wide range of areas of
cooperation including for example such areas as transport, postal communications, and trade.
It is worth noting that the Agreement on cooperation in the field of tourism and the Agreement
on youth and sports were also adopted. In addition, on June 13-20 of the same year the official
visit of the Minister of Agriculture of the Republic of Kazakhstan Karibzhanov Zh.S. took
place. The main result of this visit was the signed Agreement on additional cooperation in the
field of agriculture and processing of agricultural products [2]

It is worth noting an interesting fact that the development of the dialogue along the
Kazakhstan-Egypt vector was continued in line with the humanitarian dimension, in particular,
interreligious and interfaith cooperation. So, for example, during the visit of the Minister of
Religious Affairs and Wagqfs (religious property) of ARE M.A. Mahgub to Astana, the issue of
building an Islamic cultural center in Almaty was discussed. M.A. Makhgub confirmed that all
financial costs are covered by the Egyptian side. This will be the contribution of the Egyptian
government to the strengthening of interreligious dialogue and interfaith tolerance which is
being built by the people of Kazakhstan.

On March 25-26, 2000 the scientific conference on Egypt's relations with the CIS
countries was held at the Cairo University. The conference participants considered issues of
improving legislation, the observance of which affects mutual interests. In particular, in the
field of mutual protection of investments, guarantees, avoidance of double taxation. The need
to create free zones, the need to create the Chambers of Commerce and Industry as well as
Associations of representatives of business, industrialists and the private sector was especially
noted. The exchange of experience showed that it is necessary to agree on a common opinion
that would give a clearer vision of the development of future plans to improve our common
well-being [3].

Kazakhstan and Egypt have been developing multilateral cooperation in various areas for
many years. So, for example, the largest Egyptian company "Bahgat Group" for the production
of household appliances operating under the license of world brands in this area such as
"Grundig", "Toshiba", "Philips", "LG" in the 80s. purchased various equipment from the
Shymkent forging and pressing plant. Unfortunately, over time trade relations with the Kazakh
plant ceased. In a conversation with the Ambassador of the Republic of Kazakhstan in Egypt
A. Musinov in 2000 President of the Egyptian company A. Bahgat explained the situation as
follows. He stressed that after the collapse of the Union, it became quite difficult for Egyptian
business circles to receive complete and reliable information about the state and level of
economic development of the countries of Central Asia. In this regard, he requested to provide
the most detailed information on the economic situation in Kazakhstan, in particular, on tax and
customs rates as well as on the investment climate which, according to him, could orient him
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in possible areas for investing his capital. A. Bahgat noted that he got interested in buying
various types of equipment to expand not only his own production of household appliances for
the production of grain [4].

Kazakhstan and Saudi Arabia have been developing constructive ties for over 30 years.
The visit of the Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Defense and Aviation of Saudi Arabia,
Prince Sultan Ben Abdulaziz in October 2000 to Kazakhstan received wide coverage in the
Arab media, taking one of the first places in the rating of the top news of the Persian Gulf
countries. Particular emphasis was placed on the results of the talks where the coincidence or
closeness of positions of the two states on the main problems of international relations was
revealed. high assessment was given to the dynamics of the development of bilateral relations.

The negotiations of the Saudi delegation with Prime Minister K. Tokayev and meetings
with the leadership of the Parliament were commented in details. It was emphasized that there
are no problematic issues between Astana and Riyadh that could impede the development of
bilateral relations in all areas of cooperation in the name of serving the cause of peace in the
interests of the two fraternal peoples. The experts highly appreciated the results of this official
visit calling it "promising and forward-looking." The visit of Prince Sultan to Kazakhstan
almost coincided with the 9th anniversary of Kazakhstan's independence. This fact did not go
unnoticed by the media of Saudi Arabia and the Persian Gulf countries. The media along with
the coverage of this visit also published a series of materials on the modern life of Kazakhstan.
In particular, articles about Kazakhstan were published by newspapers such as Al-Khayat,
Al-Jazeera, Arab News, Al-Ukaz and others.

The visit of Prince Sultan to Kazakhstan was an important event not only in the framework
of bilateral Saudi-Kazakh relations but it was also received a wide positive response in the
Persian Gulf countries which undoubtedly contributed to strengthening and expanding the
spheres of political and economic mutually beneficial cooperation of the Republic with the
countries of the region [5].

The United Arab Emirates and Kazakhstan have established mutually beneficial
cooperation. They have reserves for further its deepening and effective using of the existing
potential especially in the trade, economic and investment spheres.

Visit of the First President of the Republic of Kazakhstan to the UAE in January 2000 and
negotiations with the Crown Prince of Dubai Mohammed Ben Rashid confirmed the readiness
to further build up bilateral relations, attract investment from private Emirati capital to
Kazakhstan, ways to increase foreign trade turnover and develop tourism. The main results of
these meetings can be called the further development of political contacts with the leaders of
the UAE, the achievement of mutual understanding on the need to develop bilateral relations,
the confirmation by the Emirati side of its readiness to provide financial assistance for the
implementation of projects of national economic importance through the Abu Dhabi
Development Fund (FRAD), including gratuitous assistance. FRAD invested in construction
bridge over the Ishim, the akimat of Astana and the Parliament, financed the rehabilitation of
the Karaganda-Astana highway [6].

Turkey was one of the first states which starteed opening joint ventures and joint-stock
companies in Kazakhstan. Thus, in particular, the Kazfen JV built the Kenkiyak-Kumkol oil
pipeline, the companies NETASH, Efes Yatyrym, Anadolu Industry Holding, and BEHTEL-
ENKA successfully operated in telecommunications and energy. Relations were actively
developed in agriculture, food and light industry. Production was established and 14 joint
ventures started working for the processing of leather raw materials and leather production
waste in order to further manufacture consumer goods [7].
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The vast majority of Turkish firms were small and medium. In contrast, big business has
taken a more cautious stance especially in the area of long-term investments. Government
circles explained this situation with little experience in coordinating interdepartmental
cooperation in the exchange of information and joint planning of image-building activities to
increase the investment attractiveness of Kazakhstan. As a result, the issue of the need to
establish coordination activities of the Kazakh-Turkish intergovernmental commission on
economic cooperation was put on the agenda. Note also that at the beginning of 2000.
construction of a power plant in Aktobe, Zhezkazgan was not started due to inconsistency
between the three ministries of the Republic of Kazakhstan. We are talking about the ministries
of Energy, Geology, Oil and Gas. For many years their announced projects could not be realized
and for this reason were closed by the Government.

Due to the credit line it became possible to complete the construction of the Ankara and
the Astana hotels, the Rehabilitation Center for children in Almaty, Alem Bank buildings, the
pasta factory in Petropavlovsk, the Copper rod plant in Zhezkazgan, the Dairy plant in Zaysan,
the Leather processing plants and the production of soap, the reconstruction of hotels "Medeu"
and "Alatau", construction of the Cadet corps in Shchuchinsk, etc. The project to open a new
credit line in the amount of $300 million to support small and medium-sized businesses in
Kazakhstan was under development at the Turkish Eximbank [8].

The investment activity of Iranian companies in Kazakhstan in 2000 was estimated at $50
million. and was associated with the organization of leather production and the production of
shoes in Taraz, the production of kaolin in Kokchetav, the creation of centers for baking bread
and confectionery in Almaty. Attempts were made by Iranian companies to gain a foothold in
the construction market of Kazakhstan.

The leading areas of trade and economic cooperations are the exchange of crude oil and
oil products, the joint development of oil fields, the development of transport infrastructure,
and the reconstruction of the port of Aktau. The consolidation of exporters of Kazakhstan at the
Iranian grain market and the transfer of cooperation in this area to a long-term basis. This
approach would be effective in terms of long-term forecasting of grain exports to Iran. It would
stabilize the positions of Kazakh grain producers as well as the solution of curent social
problems in the countryside.

Increasing the cargo turnover of the port of Aktau and its reconstruction put on the agenda
the issue of creating a company for sea transportation in the Caspian Sea. In this regard, Iran
could well become a leading partner in terms of, above all, its financial capabilities. The
creation of such a joint venture would provide an opportunity for Kazakh exporters of metal
and metal products, crude oil and oil products, and grain to reduce their transportation costs and
provide a stable and reliable sea bridge between the ports of the two countries on the Caspian
Sea.

Iranian construction companies participated in tenders related to the construction and
reconstruction of the Almaty-Astana highway, the development of an irrigation network in
South Kazakhstan, the preparation of a project to provide drinking water to the Kyzylorda
region, by the Pars Kosulat company [9].

Taking into account the cheapness and high quality of Iranian building materials and
labor, it can be assumed that even now they could well compete with other foreign companies
in Kazakhstan. This is especially true for the participation of Iranian companies in tenders for
the construction and reconstruction of highways. Iranian participation in such a tender will
contribute to more favorable conditions when concluding contracts with other foreign partners.
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The Iranian leadership paid special attention to the development of trade with the
countries of Central Asia including Kazakhstan

In order to support its exporters, the Government of Iran, within the scope of the 3rd five-
year plan (2000-2005), for the first time allocated $400 million as insurance guarantees for
political and commercial risks of Iranian exporters. The composition of overturn between
Kazakhstan and Iran was determined by a limited number of goods (Kazakh exports —
petroleum coke, asbestos, metal and metal products, scrap metal, grain; Iranian exports —
building materials, zinc concentrates, confectionery, ceramics, gypsum, cement, nuts, citrus
fruits, paint and varnish substances).

In 1999, it was possible to make a breakthrough of Kazakh grain to the capacious Iranian
market. Contracts have been signed by the Food Corporation and a number of Kazakhstan’s
private companies for the supply of more than 700 thousand tons of grain to Iran Bilateral trade
has not yet been put on a long-term basis, which made it vulnerable to conjectural fluctuations
in the world market. Such a situation could be eliminated by the early signing of the program
and action plan for the implementation of the Agreement on Trade and Economic Cooperation
for 2000-2010 [10].

There is no political basis for the development and expansion of trade and economic
cooperation between Kazakhstan and Iran The political will of inflammation is sharply
expressed, aimed at the comprehensive development of the development of good-neighborly
and friendly relations, their filling is manifested, requires active work of the relevant
departments and structures of both countries for its practical implementation. One of the
direction of Kazakhstan-Jordan bilateral relations is trade-economic cooperation. However, at
the beginning of 2000 weak such a cooperation was primarily due to large geographical
remoteness and high cost of transportation of goods between the countries; poor awareness of
Jordanian entrepreneurs on the socio-economic development of the Central Asian republics
after the collapse of the USSR; ignorance of the market conditions of the two countries two
countries in order to find mutually beneficial ways of cooperation. It was necessary to use
existing financial institutions, in which Jordan and Kazakhstan participated, such as the Islamic
Development Bank, the Islamic Organization for Investment Insurance and Export Crediting,
for financial support of joint trade exchange projects and export and import insurance.

The intensification of cooperation with Jordan and the creation of the proposed structures
could lead to the strengthening of the economic position of Kazakhstan in the Middle East
region as a whole. At the same time, it should be stressed that Jordan’s economy is largely
dependent on foreign aid and loans. The main creditors are Saudi Arabia, the Arab countries of
the Persian Gulf and also the United States and Germany. The country’s natural resources are
limited, except for significant reserves of phosphates (more than 1.5 billion tons), in terms of
reserves and sales of which Jordan ranks 4th in the world. The share of industry in GDP in 1998
was 18%. The main industries are mining, cement, and oil refining. The share of agriculture
was 49% and met the needs of the people in basic types of products by only a quarter.
Cooperation with Jordan was considered mainly as an expansion of the export markets of
Kazakhstan’s goods, primarily industrial and agricultural products [11].

Diplomatic relations between the Republic of Kazakhstan and Libya were established on
March 13, 1992. The visit of the First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Libya Saad Mustata
Muzhbir to Kazakhstan on November 7-10, 2000 gave the beginning to the expansion of
bilateral ties. The leadership of Libya believed that the Central Asian countries were historically
connected with the Arab world. Hence, a special delegation was sent to the countries of the
region to study the prospects of cooperation in all fields.
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Pursue the results of the visit, it was noted that only regional associations with close active
cooperation make it possible to unite countries and peoples and participate in the development
of a new world political and economic order on equal terms, put an obstacle to unipolar
influence, create security, peace and prosperity throughout the world. The signed agreements
on trade and economic cooperation in such areas as oil, gas, trade exchange, culture between
Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Qatar, Oman are of great importance for the development of cooperation
n[12].

Qatar’s investment companies such as the Faisal Bin Qasim Company Troupe, Al Mannai
Group have allocated funds for the development of Astana and the agro-industrial complex, Al
Mannai Group has invested $ 20 million in the oil sector of Kazakhstan. In May 2000, the Loan
Agreement on the water supply project of the city of Aralsk was ratified between Kazakhstan
and the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development (the fund allocated about $ 24 million
for the project).

Kuwait offers grants for the construction of a new building of the Astana akimat ($10
million), substantiation and preparation of a feasibility study near the left bank of Astana ($1
million) and a water supply project for the Aral Sea ($1.3 million). The loan financed poverty
reduction, sanitation and health projects in the Aral and Kazaly regions of the Kyzylorda region
(US$11.5 million).

In January 1992, the Omani government provided Kazakhstan with an investment loan of
$ 100 million for projects in the sphere of improving oil and gas production. Muscat was the
first to provide Kazakhstan with gratuitous financial assistance for the new capital of Astana in
the amount of $ 10 million. These funds were used for the construction of a number of facilities,
the main of which was “Saltanat Sarayy”.

Oman has some advantages - through the Omani ports on the coast of the Indian Ocean,
it is possible to transport Kazakh goods to foreign markets. The Sultanate diversifies the
economy and develops the non-resource sector, which has a certain practical interest for us [13,
p. 134].

In December 2022, the completion of the negotiation process between the Eurasian
Economic Commission and the Iranian side on the preparation of a full-scale agreement on a
free trade zone was announced.

If discussing the problems that Kazakhstan has to face when interacting with the countries
of the Near and Middle East, then, of course, the insufficiently developed potential of trade
turnover comes first. If we look at the statistical indicators for the results of 2021, the total
volume of trade between Kazakhstan and the countries of the Middle East amounted to only 1.4
billion USD. Where the key role is played primarily by the lack of elaboration of the issue of
the nomenclature of goods for joint trade. Because every time business trips are organized at
the ministerial level, there is always a question of expanding the list of possible goods for
export, as well as the import of Kazakhstan’s goods to the Middle East market.

There are relatively serious problems in establishing transport and logistics connectivity
between the region of Central Asia and the Middle East. A the moment, there are many
initiatives of a transport and logistics nature that are aimed at increasing traffic flows between
the two regions. Kazakhstan joins these transport corridors. We can name a corridor that goes
to Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and Oman. We can also talk about a North-South route through
Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan to Iran, and further to the Middle East and India. It should be
recognized that this route is of particular interest to Kazakhstan, because specifically in order
to gain access to both sea transport links and access to Middle Eastern partners, the Kazakhstan-
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Turkmenistan-Iran railway was created, which joins the developed railway system o the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

If discussing the prospects for cooperation, first of all, a big bet is placed on attracting
Middle Eastern investments into the Kazakh economy. Projects of joint production of
agricultural products, as well as projects in the green energy sector are very interesting in this
regard [14].

The table shows that Turkey, Iran and the UAE are among the countries that have the
most active trade and economic ties with Kazakhstan.

Thus, analyzing the general state of trade and economic relations between Kazakhstan
and the countries of the Near and Middle East at the beginning of 2000, we can indicate the
following: despite the solid contractual and legal framework achieved, the steady growth of
trade turnover, negotiations and mutual visits, bilateral ties partially take advantage of the
opportunities and had common weak factors. These included crisis phenomena in the economy
as a whole, the imperfection of the regulatory framework, the lack of proper state control, etc.
Implementation of the agreements and planned agreements often encountered interdepartmental
inconsistency, and sometimes inaction of individual departments. In practice, there have been
cases when foreign businessmen have encountered a lack of interest on the part of Kazakhstan’s
partners, both private and public, in constructive dialogue, there have been facts of their non-
commitment, ill-considered actions, non-fulfillment of contractual obligations by them, as well
as cases of inadequate actions of local leadership that counter the decisions of central
authorities. All this led to a decline in their activity and optimism in cooperation with
Kazakhstan.

The analysis of the state and dynamics of the development of tcommerce and economic
relations indicated a certain decline in 1998, which was caused mainly by objective reasons (the
Asian financial crisis, the fall in world prices for the main goods of Kazakhstan’s exports).
Since the fourth quarter of 1999, there has been an intensification of trading operations. This
was facilitated not only by the improvement of the global economic situation, but also by high-
level negotiations with the leaders of the NME, during which it was possible to find solutions
to a number of problems that hindered the development of commerce and economic
cooperation, as well as the expansion of areas of interaction through new sectors of the
industrial industry.

Conclusions

The first flood of investment funds was directed to the most important divisions — energy,
transport and communications, agriculture. Necessary prerequisites were laid for the integration
of Kazakhstan into global and regional economic processes, priority directions for the
development of a market economy were selected. Agreements and Memorandums with the
NME states and financial institutions are the basis of long-term cooperation. Arab business is
represented in almost all fields of the domestic economy. Arab companies are building modern
production facilities, creating new jobs on the market. Joint innovative projects further
strengthen the partnership. Middle Eastern countries participated in EXPO-2017 by signing a
number of bilateral documents. It is expected that the active involvement of Arab investors will
contribute to the further development of the domestic economy.

Kazakhstan and NME have been cooperating for more than 30 years in almost all major
sectors of the economy: oil and gas, nuclear, transport, communications. Arab companies
supply industrial and medical equipment, various goods, construction materials, etc. to our
country. At the same time, there are also problems that block the progressive development of
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multilateral relations: a long period of decision-making, bureaucracy, slow progress of various
documents, etc.

Kazakhstan’s cooperation with the countries of the Near and Middle East in a multilateral
form has passed a difficult, but eventful path. During this period, many significant events took
place. Kazakhstan has passed a difficult stage of political transit and has overcome a number of
€conomic crises.

We are witnessing important shifts in the trade and economic vectors. On a mutually
beneficial basis, very promising projects are being implemented, having a long-term
perspective, in which large oil-producing countries are involved. At the same time, Kazakhstan
acts as an active entity in search of integrated solutions to problems of mutual interest. This
approach makes it possible to defend and promote national interests more effectively.

Kazakhstan is improving its position and presence in the global Muslim community by
influencing it through politics and trade. The development of economic relations with the
Muslim world provides the country with new sources of foreign direct investment.
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